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undue exposure tend to make birds more susceptible to the disease. Cholera does not appear to be caused by poor feeding because those in the best condition often die first.
Symptoms
The first symptom is the sudden death of a number of birds. In most cases the observance of symptoms is out of the question, because a large part of the losses occur during the night. The period of sickness is so short as to make symptoms of very little value. When numbers of birds die for no apparent reason and without being noticeably ill beforehand, the poultryman should suspect fowl cholera. This should be verified by a laboratory diagnosis, because the germ causing cholera is in the circulating blood and is easy to identify under the microscope or by means of a bacteriological examination. First, tear the skin back over the breast muscles and note any change in the color of the meat. In a healthy bird the breast muscles are rather pale and more or less colorless, while those of a chicken recently dead of cholera are often very red with the blood-vessels standing out prominently. The breast of the bird is then cut and turned back over the head, leaving the internal organs exposed to view. Notice whether the heart appears very much inflamed. This is indicated by the engorged condition of the blood-vessels of the heart wall or muscle. The liver may be found to be over-large and very red in color. The intestines are examined next. Cholera often causes the blood-vessels in the wall of the intestines to stand out as though they were painted. The post-mortem, therefore, would show engorged blood-vessels of the heart and intestines, enlarged dark red liver, and pink or red breast muscles. The final diagnosis can only be made in a laboratory.
Treatment
No medicine is of any value in the control of fowl cholera. All efforts should be directed to keep the disease from spreading. Even this is very difficult. All sick birds